
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

January 5, 2017 
 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Sheyna Nicole Burt, Dalena Kanouse, Rebecca 

Vaughan-King, Daryl Palsulich, Miguel Pires, Michael 
Vanderpool 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Scott Hepburn, Michael Howard, Coleman Rector  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Patrick Small, Economic Development Director  
 Sheila Oakes, Administrative Coordinator  
   
   
GUESTS PRESENT:          Steve Burke, Public Works Director  

Patrick Moore, Assistant Public Works Director  
Liz Via-Gossman, Community Development Director  
Matt Arcieri, Planning & Zoning Manager  
Kelly Davis, Senior Planner  
Brendon Shaw, Prince William Chamber of 
Commerce  
 

  
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 
Chairman Rebecca Vaughan-King called the meeting to order and a quorum was 
determined.   
 
MINUTES 
 
On a motion by Miguel Pires and with a second by Dalena Kanouse the Minutes were 
adopted by unanimous vote of the members present. 
 
ROUTE 28 IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Assistant Public Works Director Patrick Moore delivered a PPT presentation on the 
road improvements being made along Rt. 28 Nokesville Road from the City line near 
the Prince William Parkway to the Godwin Drive intersection.  Work is expected to 
begin in May 2018 and the project cost is projected to be $13.4 million.  Mr. Moore 
spoke about the streetscape and gateway improvements, landscaping and signage. 
The project will widen the stretch of road to 6 lines and tie into improvements currently 
being made by VDOT in the County.  It includes some acquisition of right-of-way 
(mitigated by the fact that the state, County and City own significant right-of-way in this 
section of the corridor already), signalization, signage and most significantly; installation 
of a median separating through traffic from the vehicles turning left onto Godwin Drive.  
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He also mentioned plans to install bike trails and lanes tying into features proposed 
along Godwin Drive and tying into the County’s proposal to include bike paths at 
Innovation.  The members also inquired about entry, gateway and way finding signage 
which Mr. Small noted would be part of the presentation by Matt Arcieri. 
 
After the presentation Patrick Small informed the MBC that, after 18 years of City 
service, Mr. Moore would be leaving to take on a new role with the Town of Leesburg.  
The members thanked Mr. Moore for his time and dedicated service to the City.   
 
GATEWAY & CORRIDOR SIGNAGE  
 
Matt Arcieri, Planning & Zoning Manager, spoke about the City’s plans for way finding.  
Recently, City Council has determined to make Gateway entrances and corridors a 
strategic priority both from a signage and beautification perspective.  The initial 
emphasis for improvements was placed on the digital monument signs erected at the 
City’s Gateways, including the one on Rt. 28.  A recent program established for 
landscape and façade grants is another part of the strategic priorities.  
 
Mr. Arcieri explained that, over the past several years, Manassas has conducted a 
number of studies to determine the type, design and location for comprehensive 
signage.  As a result the locations and general types of signs are established.  He noted 
that signage varied between those established for gateways, thoroughfares and 
pedestrians with each being unique in size but all needing to share a common look and 
feel.  The comprehensive nature of the program is overwhelming form a cost 
perspective and City staff has not proposed any installations other than the monument 
signs because of this.  Mr. Arcieri stated that recently staff had been discussing 
focusing on one or two specific area for the signs rather than trying to undertake the 
project in total.  He said that having the Business Council’s interest and support for 
tackling a project in the vicinity of Rt. 28 and Godwin Drive would be helpful.  He also 
noted that staff had recently engaged Historic Manassas Inc. to assist with final design 
and implementation for the signs in Historic Downtown and that these two discrete 
projects could be proposed in the City’s budget. 
 
Patrick Small advised the members that Buchanan Partners was currently engaged in 
developing a comprehensive sign package for the Landing at Cannon Branch (a portion 
of Gateway) using NorthStar, the agency that conducted the City’s Economic 
Development Marketing Initiative.  This effort would use the City’s branding work and 
the NorthStar sign recommendations to guide the work.  Mr. Small said incorporating 
the Buchanan work and the NorthStar guidelines would inform a plan for the corridor. 
 
Mike Vanderpool stated a desire to see signs that highlighted the City’s major 
employers and assets such as the airport, Mason campus and Hylton Center to develop 
a sense of place and to promote the City.  He noted that attractive landscaping should 
be a key element of any sign program or road work.  Mr. Arcieri pointed out that 
landscape is a priority and that the Beautification Committee was responsible for 
working with the Department of Community Development to promote it. Mr. Vanderpool 
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added that the proceeds from the sale of property at Gateway could be used to install 
signage and landscaping that supported the development. 
 
Patrick Small asked MBC if they would like him to draft a resolution for the group’s 
review that would express their support for signage and landscaping in the intersection 
as a pilot program to begin meeting the City’s objectives for improving gateway 
entrances.  MBC was in agreement that this should be done and that they should 
encourage the Beautification Committee to become involved in landscaping of this area 
as well.  Patrick Small stated that he and Liz Via-Gossman would work together and 
explore if actions could be taken in the upcoming year to advance the initiative but 
noted that the capital and operating budgets were well advanced and that it might be 
the following year before action could be taken.  Ms. Via-Gossman noted that some 
funds were currently budgeted and that, at a minimum, she could explore developing 
specific standards for design and construction of the signs but that production and 
installation might be delayed. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Mr. Small thanked the members who attended the groundbreaking for the 
Landing at Cannon Branch 

• Sinistral Brewing has announced it will establish a micro-brewery in the 
Thousand Oaks Barrel space 

• The two buildings comprising the Gateway Business Park are 60% pre-leased. 
• The Jitterbug ice cream store is coming soon – no open date determined yet – 

still working on interior  
• Brett Michaels was spotted in the City at Shining Sol Candle Company 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:56 pm. 
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